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(2) a report on some question relating to administra-
tion, finance, or customs; (3) colonial products; and (4)
English or German. A candidate must obtain a
mark of 40 per cent in each of these subjects, and
a total average of 54 per cent, in order to be
admitted to the second part of the examination. This
takes place a week later, and comprises: (i) a -writ-
ten summary of the results of a mission to Africa, a
copy of the report being given to the candidates for the
purpose; (2) a practical test in surveying; and (3) an
oral examination on the same language that was offered
at the first part of the examination. But a candidate
can offer the other language, also or Arabic or Mala-
gassy, and thereby get additional marks. The candi-
dates who have obtained 40 per cent in each subject
in both parts of the examination, and an average of
about 50 per cent on the whole, are then ranked
according to their marks; and so many of the highest
on the list are appointed as there were vacancies
previously advertised.                                 f
This examination does not appear on its face to be
very difficult, but the questions asked are said to
require a really profound knowledge of the subject.
The system has not, however, proved a success, be-
cause the number of competitors is very small, and
this may be ascribed to various causes. In the first
place, the examination involves special preparation, a
disadvantage which has been sufficiently discussed
already in these pages; and in the second place, the
number of places offered for competition is too small